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England, with whom she is bound by entente cordiak^
and inform her immediately. The outcome of such
information would doubtless be the instantaneous attack
by the two allied Powers, England and Japan, on Ger-
many, in Europe a? well as In Asia. Their enormous
maritime supremacy would soon make short work of my
small fleet, and Germany would be temporarily crippled.
" This would upset the scales of the equilibrium of
the world to our mutual harm and, later on, when you
begin your peace negotiations, throw you alone on the
tender mercies of Japan and her jubilant, overwhelming
friends. It was my special wish and, as I understood,
your intention too^ to maintain and strengthen this
endangered equilibrium, of the world through expressly
the agreement between Russia, Germany and France.
That is only possible if vour treaty becomes fact before
and If w-j are perfectly tTaccord under any form. A
previous information of France will lead to catastrophe.
u Should you, notwithstanding, think it impossible
for you to conclude a treaty with me without the previous
consent of France, then it would be a far safer alternative
to abstain from concluding any treaty at all. Of course
I shall be as absolutely silent about our pourparlers as
you will be; in the same manner as you have only
informed Lamsdorff*, so I have only spoken to Bfilow,
who guaranteed absolute secrecy. Our mutual relations
and feelings would remain unchanged as before, and I
shall go on trying to make myself useful to you as far
as my safety will permit. Your agreement of neutrality
was communicated to me by the Emperor of Austria, and
I thank you for your telegram doing the same. I think it
very sensible and it has my fullest approval Best love."
* The truth is that Count LamsdorS, Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs,
wa* not kept informed by Emperor Nicholas with regard to the projected treaty.
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